Engineering Ethics 

There are two parts to this exam. Part A should be about 350 words, and Part B should also be around 350 words. (Generally speaking and depending on font and double-line spacing, that would equate to about 1.5 pages on each; it would be about ¾ of a page if you single-space.)


Part A		Scripts and The Normalization of Deviance (approx. 350 words)

What happened at Volkswagen? Since this occurred so recently and no employee has come forward with an admission of what occurred, we can not know exactly, but we can, based on our readings about the case, speculate. How did the normalization of deviance occur? What was the script that they followed?

The questions above should be your focus in your essay. The following are secondary questions: How can employees in a high-tech company be aware of a situation where an unwritten (and possibly not discussed) script could involve the normalization of deviance? Do you think that normalization of deviance can occur just as easily when employees are working from home? What recommendations would you suggest for making managers and high-tech professionals aware of how scripts can influence decision-making? 


Part B		Your Personal Ethical System (approx. 350 words)

At the end of a course on Ethics, you should have a better sense of how you approach ethical decisions, and so …

Describe your ethical system. Do you primarily follow one of the systems we explored in class, or another system of your own devising? Please explain briefly.

Ethical Egoism				Act Utilitarianism
The Golden Rule				The Categorical Imperative
The Prima Facie Obligations (W. D. Ross) 	The Ethical Synthesis (V. R. Ruggiero)
Virtue Ethics					Something Else

Note that Moral Rights may not be an entire moral system, but it could be something you consider in making ethical decisions.

Please give an example of an ethical decision you’ve had to make; please include the factors you considered in making your decision and how it fits into your basic ethical perspective. (You can, if you so desire, provide more than one example.) Note that sometimes we learn more from an experience where we eventually conclude that we made the wrong decision, and so it’s fine to describe a decision that you now regret. And note that your example need not describe a work-related situation. And finally, note that you get to choose your examples, and so you don’t have to describe a situation that you would rather not describe, such as one that is personally embarrassing.
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